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Introduction

In many Indian households, the conventional advice is to pursue a Bachelor’s degree in India followed
by a Master’s degree abroad. While this approach was once cost-effective and practical, the global
educational landscape has evolved significantly. This document explores the origins of this mindset and
provides compelling reasons to reconsider it in today’s world.

1 Origin of the '""Bachelors in India, Masters Abroad' Mindset

1.1 Financial Concerns

* Cost of Undergraduate Studies Abroad: Pursuing a Bachelor’s degree in countries like the US or
UK can cost between Rs.1-2 crores, covering tuition, living expenses, travel, and health insurance,
which is daunting for many middle-class families.

* Shorter Master’s Programs: Master’s degrees typically last 12 years, and students can offset costs
through internships or part-time jobs.

* Example: A 2-year Master’s in Canada costs approximately Rs.2540 lakhs, significantly less than a
4-year undergraduate program in the US, reinforcing the perception that pursuing a Master’s abroad
is more affordable.

1.2 Fear of Risk and Uncertainty

* Parental Concerns: Many parents worry that a 17-year-old is too young to manage life abroad,
including responsibilities like cooking, cleaning, finances, and academics.

* Lack of Familiarity: Parents who have not traveled abroad may fear the unknown, concerned about
their child facing issues like loneliness or negative influences.

* Example: A common parental thought is, "What if they get into bad company or struggle with isola-
tion?" leading to the belief that pursuing education abroad at 23 is safer than at 18.
1.3 Societal Conditioning

* Prestige of Indian Institutions: The societal emphasis on institutions like IITs and NITs creates a
belief that cracking these exams is the ultimate measure of success.

* Limited Exposure to Global Achievers: Few Indian families know of peers who pursued undergrad-
uate studies at top global universities like Harvard or MIT at 17, making such paths seem unrealistic.

+ Example: A student expressing a desire to study Al at MIT often faces skepticism, whereas preparing
for JEE is met with approval.

2  Why This Mindset Needs to Change

2.1 The World Has Changed

* Accessible Financial Aid: Prestigious universities like MIT, Harvard, Stanford, and Princeton offer
100% need-based financial aid, enabling students from families earning less than Rs.30 lakhs annually



to study at minimal or no cost.

* Global Visibility through Technology: Platforms like Coursera, YouTube, GitHub, and LinkedIn
allow students to showcase their skills globally from home.

* Example: A student from Jaipur who built a drone using Arduino and shared it online received
research invitations from US professors without relying on JEE ranks.
2.2 Early Exposure to Global Opportunities

* Immediate Research Opportunities: Undergraduate students abroad can engage in cutting-edge
research from their first year, with access to top professors, labs, and internships.

* Industry Connections: Companies like Google, SpaceX, and Tesla actively recruit from these uni-
versities.

* Example: A 19-year-old Stanford freshman secured an internship at NASA due to early access pro-
vided by their university.
2.3 Better Academic Flexibility

* Interdisciplinary Freedom: Students can switch fields (e.g., from Physics to Data Science) or com-
bine disciplines like Music and Engineering.

* Customizable Curricula: Many universities, such as Brown, have no core subject requirements,
allowing students to design their own academic paths.

* Example: At Brown University, students have the flexibility to build their curriculum, fostering inter-
disciplinary thinking and personal passion.
2.4 Holistic Application Process

* Beyond Exams: International universities evaluate applicants based on their overall profile, including
projects, essays, recommendations, extracurricular activities, and leadership.

* Reduced Pressure: This approach alleviates the stress of a single high-stakes exam like JEE and
rewards diverse talents.

» Example: A student who ran an NGO for clean water access with 85% in school secured admission
to NYU with a scholarship.
2.5 Mental and Emotional Growth

* Independence and Resilience: Living abroad from age 17 fosters skills in time management, finan-
cial responsibility, and problem-solving.

* Cultural and Personal Growth: Students gain confidence, decision-making abilities, and cultural
awareness.

* Example: A student in Canada learned to cook, manage classes, work part-time, and lead a student
club by age 19.



3 What Needs to Change in Indian Households

3.1 Closing the Information Gap

* Lack of Awareness: Many families are unaware of scholarships, waivers, and international mentor-
ship opportunities.

» Example: MIT provides full financial aid to families earning under $75,000, a fact unknown to many
Indian households.

3.2 Trust in Children’s Capabilities

* Building Confidence: Parents should trust that children who manage competitive coaching and ex-
tracurriculars in India are capable of adapting abroad.

* Example: A student who balanced academics and social life in India is likely equipped to thrive in a
foreign environment.
3.3 Redefining Success

* Beyond Exam Ranks: Success should not be measured solely by IIT ranks, as global innovators often
follow diverse paths.

* Example: Sundar Pichai studied at IIT Kharagpur, but Satya Nadella did not, yet both lead global
tech giants.

3.4 Encouraging Passion over Prestige

* Focus on Passion: Families should value what students are building over the prestige of their college.

* Example: A student studying design at RISD may create impactful products for companies like Ap-

ple, rivaling the achievements of IIT graduates.

4 Countering Common Questions

4.1 "What if we can’t afford it?"

* Many top universities, including MIT, Harvard, and Stanford, offer full need-based financial aid and
on-campus jobs to cover living expenses.

* Students from tier-2 cities in India are increasingly studying abroad with full funding.

4.2 "What if my child fails?"

* Global universities provide robust support systems, including counseling, mentorship, and academic
help centers.

* Students often report less pressure compared to Indias exam-centric system.

4.3 "ButIIT is world-class!"
* While IITs are excellent, they can be rigid, overcrowded, and highly competitive.

* Foreign universities offer greater freedom, funding, flexibility, and emotional support, allowing stu-
dents to thrive in their unique ways.



Conclusion

Indian families must move beyond outdated mindsets and embrace the opportunities of a globalized
world. Passionate, driven, and well-informed students should not delay their global education. By
preparing the next generation for leadership, innovation, and global impact, we can empower them to let
their dreams soar at 18, not wait until 23.
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